SPRING 2022

REPORT TO OUR

Community

FIND INSIDE
Superintendent’s Message................................... 2

2022 graduation & summer programs.............. 5

Centennial launches 1-to-1 computer
program.................................................................... 3

Promises Made, Promises Kept:
2020 Bond Updates..............................................6

CHS students gain valuable career skills..........4

District moves forward with implementing
newly established school boundaries................9

Performing arts students return to the stage
with a spring musical............................................. 5
Rebuilding our athletic programs
and partnerships.................................................... 5

Centennial School District awarded
Excellence in Financial Reporting.......................9
Stronger Together: Our partnerships............... 10

we’re hiring!
Make your next career
move with us! To learn
more about available
positions and join a
dynamic team committed
to student success, visit
csd28j.org/careers.

CENTENNIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT | SPRING 2022 | 1

MESSAGE FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

JAMES OWENS

Dear Centennial School
District Community,

T

his has been both a challenging
and rewarding school year. We’ve
persisted through various obstacles
related to the pandemic and worked to
overcome staffing shortages.
Despite these challenges, we continue to
make much progress. We started our school
year with a return to full-time, in-person
learning and we continue to move forward
with our strategic plan efforts. We’re accomplishing other important initiatives such
as bond projects and the Comprehensive
Boundary Review process. We remain committed to the success of our students’ learning in every classroom.

DESTINATION 2023: OUR
STRATEGIC PLAN
We’re in the fourth year of our District’s
Strategic Plan, Destination 2023. Our focus
is on four priority areas, which you will see
reflected in this report, and include:
• Student-Focused Teaching & Learning
• Healthy Culture & Environment
• Community & Partnerships
• Effective Systems & Programs
Next year, we will be revisiting our strategic plan, which will include engagement
processes for staff, students, and families.
More information will be available at the
start of the 2022-23 school year.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rose Solowski, Chair
Erica Fuller, Vice Chair
David Linn, Director
Ronald “Jess” Hardin, Director
Pam Shields, Director
Claudia Andrews, Director
Position 7-At-Large - vacant

Gym groundbreaking at Meadows Elementary School.

2020 BOND PROGRESS
Thanks to the community’s support of
the 2020 Bond, improvements continue to
be made at all schools in our district. We’re
increasing safety and security; addressing
critical repairs; renovating and modernizing
learning spaces; and constructing four new
elementary gyms.

SCHOOL RECONFIGURATION
AND BOUNDARY REVIEW
Related to the 2020 Bond, we are making
significant strides in converting Oliver Elementary into a middle school. Starting in
fall 2022, we will have two middle schools
serving grades 6-8 students: Centennial
Middle School and Oliver Middle School.
Additionally in fall 2022 our elementary
schools will serve Kindergarten-5th grade
students.
In order to support the grade level configuration, we conducted a Comprehensive
Boundary Review process, which was essential in addressing imbalanced enrollment

and building capacity at the elementary and
middle school levels.
The Boundary Review Committee,
which included parent representatives from
every school in the district, listened to our
community and developed a final boundary
map recommendation. The Board approved
the recommendation, and the new boundary map will take effect starting in the 20222023 school year.
In this report, you will find more information about the Comprehensive Boundary
Review; bond projects; our strategic plan accomplishments related to student learning,
community partnerships, and more.
As we finish out the school year, I want
to express my gratitude to Centennial staff,
students, families, and the community. I
look forward to our continued partnership
to cultivate academic excellence for each
Centennial student.
Sincerely,
James Owens

If you are a community member and would like to sign up for the
“Superintendent’s Update”, a monthly e-newsletter from James Owens
about what’s happening in the Centennial School District, email updates@csd28j.org.
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Centennial launches
1-to-1 computer program

T

his school year, Centennial School District launched
a 1-to-1 computer program for students in grades 3-12
in an effort to increase access to learning beyond the
school day.
The program was made possible due to funding available
through the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)’s
Emergency Connectivity to support students’ access to technology at home. This support is more important than ever knowing
technology barriers exist due to socioeconomic status and there
is a need to support unfinished learning due to the impacts of the
pandemic.
The deployment of approximately 3,000 Chromebooks to students in grades 7-12 occurred in January 2022, and the deployment
of computers for grades 3-6 is anticipated to take place in fall 2022.
Each Chromebook provides access to web-based educational resources and contains safety features such as an internet filter and
software protections.

Student
Focused
Teaching
& Learning

Devices are loaned to Centennial students in grades 3-12 for
up to 5 years or until they graduate or if they’re no longer enrolled
with the District.
This is the first time that the district has implemented a 1-to-1
take-home computer program.
It supports increased computer access to help advance students’
computer literacy skills, benefit their learning in the classroom
and at home, and better prepare
them for college and
career opportunities.

RIGHT: A Centennial Middle School student uses his computer to
learn robotics. BELOW: A Centennial High School student receives
a Chromebook as part of Centennial’s 1-to-1 take-home computer
program.
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CHS students gain valuable career skills

Centennial High School (CHS) offers an array of Career & Technical Education courses that help students build
important skills and prepare them for future careers.

Culinary Arts and Hospitality
These courses introduce students to skills used in the food and hospitality industry that they can apply to a future career and in their
daily lives! Students work on their Food Handlers Certification
cards and learn valuable culinary practices, such as safe food handling, sanitization, basic cooking methods and kitchen equipment
uses, menu-planning, recipe conversions, and food trends.

“I love working in a team atmosphere in this class. I’ve
learned great communication skills that will only make
me a better classmate and person…We usually try to stick
pretty close to the recipes, but sometimes we customize
it and add more seasonings.”
– Student Duyen N.

Culinary student prepares homemade pizza as part of the semester’s
final exam.

Industrial Technology
Courses including Exploratory Metals, Metals 1-4, Advanced Metals Projects, and Metal Fabrication are designed to prepare students
for entry into the metal-manufacturing trades. Students learn a
variety of skills such as welding, machining, shop safety, and more.
The classes are designed to prepare students for entry into the
metal-manufacturing trades.

“I’m planning to be an electrician. There’s definitely some
welding that comes along with that, especially if I’m going
to be laying wire or welding a tube together or bending it.”
– Student Hayden C.

LEFT: Students John D. and Hayden C. practice their TIG and MIG
welding skills in the classroom. RIGHT: Student Chance Q. demonstrates
welding technique and safety.

Technology
Courses include Introduction to Computer Science and Advanced
Placement (AP) Computer Science. Intro to Computer Science
students learn programming language, styles, graphics, and control
structures. AP Computer Science students delve deeper into problem-solving and algorithm development, among other skills.

“You have to be really precise with the computer. You
can’t make a mistake or it won’t understand you, and
I like the challenge. Before this class, I always had the
idea that I wanted to do something with technology too.
I know this class will help me a lot and give me a deeper
understanding of computer science.”
– Student Cynthia A.

Read the full stories at csd28j.org/ctehighlights!

Student Cynthia A. gives a thumbs up during her Computer Science
course. She hopes to work toward a STEM career.
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Performing arts students return to
the stage with a spring musical

A

Student
Focused
Teaching
& Learning

fter a 2-year hiatus due to the pandemic, the Centennial High School
Performing Arts Department hosted an in-person musical in May 2022.
CHS theater students and former alumni joined together to perform
“25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” under the direction of Kellie
McCarty, who’s taught at CHS for the past 24 years.
“This show marks the return of musical theater to our stage and a
renewed hope of making magic again,” said Director McCarty.
“It’s our first time back on stage after a long hiatus,” says Student
Actor Mary Dejeu. “As a senior, it makes me emotional because it’s
my last production with the team. I’m happy I get to perform it in
front of a live audience.”
To learn more about the musical and what CHS’
Performing Arts students had to say about the
benefits of their Performing Arts courses, visit
csd28j.org/communityreport.
Technical Theatre students Apollo D. and Joshua B. are part of the team that
worked behind-the-scenes to help “set the stage” for the musical.

Rebuilding Our Athletic Programs
and Partnerships
It’s important that students have a well-rounded education that
includes meaningful participation in school activities, clubs, and
sports. The district is taking steps to rebuild its athletic programs
and partnerships in the following ways:
• Based on competitiveness and a sense of efficacy for our
student athletes, the District applied for and was approved for
a classification change from the 6A Mt. Hood Conference to
the 5A-Northwest Conference for school years 2022-2026.
• The district is restoring athletics at the middle school level
beginning in the 2021-22 school year with additional sports
added in future years.
• A committee was convened with a variety of stakeholders
to help develop a 3-5 year strategic plan. The purpose is to
improve athletics programming and to incorporate excellence
in our sports programs in the key areas of character, technique,
and tactics.
• With Eastside Timbers & Thorns’ purchase of district
surplus property in February 2022 to support its plans to
build a Sports Complex, they are committing to a continued
partnership with the District by allowing Centennial School

District soccer teams to hold practices and host games on the
fields, and utilize the parking facilities for bus training needs.
• With the voters’ approval of the 2020 Bond, approximately
$20 Million is dedicated towards athletic facility upgrades
and building four elementary gyms. Much progress has
been made and you can find more information at: csd28j.
org/2020bondupdates.

Summer Programs are Back!
We’re offering summer learning programs again this summer!
Participating Grades K-9 students will experience well-rounded,
hands-on, integrated learning. We are also providing credit recovery for qualifying high school students and continuing credit opportunities for Centennial Virtual Academy (CVA) high school
students. More info: csd28j.org/summerlearning.

Graduation 2022
Let’s hear it for the Class of 2022! We’re excited to honor this
year’s Centennial High School and Centennial Virtual Academy
graduates. This year, graduation will be an in-person ceremony held
on Thursday, June 9, 2022, at the Memorial Coliseum. For more
details, visit csd28j.org/chs or contact Centennial High School.
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PROMISES MADE, PROMISES KEPT:

2020 BOND UPDATES
Centennial School District
continues to make great
strides and progress on its
bond projects. Each school
is benefiting from
improvements to their
campuses, thanks to voters’
support of the 2020 Bond.
For a complete list
of projects by school, visit
csd28j.org/2020Bond.

Healthy
Culture
& Environment

Under Construction
New Elementary School Gyms
Construction continues on the new gyms for Meadows, Patrick Lynch, Powell Butte, and Parklane Elementary Schools. Each school will have dedicated gym space to support current and
future students’ ability to learn, grow, and be active at school. You can track the latest progress
on our blog at csd28j.org/2020bondupdates.
In October 2021, groundbreakings were held for each of these gyms with a celebratory
video that premiered on November 4, 2021, to mark this important occasion! View it here:
csd28j.org/gymgroundbreaking.

For regular bond updates, visit
csd28j.org/2020bondupdates.
Oliver’s new track

The Bond Oversight
Committee (BOC) met
in December 2021 and March
2022 to discuss and learn about
the latest progress of the bond
projects. Additionally, they
presented their annual report
to the Centennial School Board
at the December 8, 2021 Board
Meeting.
The purpose of the Bond
Oversight Committee is to
actively monitor the progress
of the bond program, ensure
bond revenues are used only
for purposes consistent with
the voter-approved 2020 bond
measure and consistent with
state law, and serve as a conduit
of information to the Board and
community. To learn more about
the BOC’s role, review their
meeting materials and annual
report and more, visit
csd28j.org/BOC.

ABOVE: Gym groundbreaking at Powell Butte Elementary. BELOW: Construction crew workers
place concrete down for the gymnasium slab at Patrick Lynch Elementary in April 2022.
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2020 BOND UPDATES (continued)

Healthy
Culture
& Environment

Under Construction
Middle School Renovations
Renovations are happening at Centennial
Middle School (CMS) and Oliver and much
progress was made this past summer and
during the winter and spring breaks. Work
is scheduled to continue through the spring
and summer. As you may recall, Oliver is
converting back into a middle school starting in Fall 2022.
Renovations are as follows:

CENTENNIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
• Renovations to science labs and the
media center
• Locker room updates
• New energy efficient lighting in science
classrooms, media center, and all
corridors

OLIVER
Rendering of Oliver
science classroom

• Three new science labs and media
center renovations
• Two new Career Technical Education
(CTE) labs
• New locker rooms
• New energy efficient lighting in science
classrooms, media center, and all
corridors
In addition to these renovations, view other bond projects happening for these two
schools at www.csd28j.org/2020Bond.

Thank you,
voters!
Rendering of CMS
media center

Your support of the 2020
Bond has made all of this
possible, and your support
of our students and
community is much
appreciated.
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2020 BOND UPDATES (continued)

Healthy
Culture
& Environment

Seismic Improvements
Oliver
As part of Oliver’s interior renovations work, the district is
incorporating the City of Portland’s requirements for various seismic
upgrades. This includes improved structural connections between
the roof and exterior walls and the addition of shear walls to further
enhance the building’s integrity.

PLEASANT VALLEY
Centennial School District was awarded a $2.5 million Oregon Seismic
Improvement Grant for Pleasant Valley to rehabilitate the original
structure to meet current seismic safety standards. This grant will be
coupled with other masonry repair bond dollars to improve safety at
the school. The design is underway, including engineer-testing of the
foundation. Construction activity is scheduled to take place starting
this spring into September of 2022. Much of the building’s brick and
roofing will be repaired or replaced, but the architecture will largely
remain the same. The District is selecting a similar color pattern and
texture as close to the original brick as possible.

A crew conducts engineer-testing on Pleasant Valley’s foundation in
preparation for seismic improvements.

Health and Safety projects
With the 2020 Bond, all schools across the school
district are receiving various safety and security updates,
and mechanical improvements.

Mechanical Improvements
Throughout the 2020 bond measure, Centennial has used local contractors to service aging mechanical systems across the district.
The in-room units have been serviced at Centennial High School,
Centennial Middle School, and Oliver Elementary School. Additionally, all steam traps and valves have been repaired or replaced
at these schools. These updates will help to better regulate heat
throughout the rooms.
Repairs at the elementary schools will be underway this summer
and into the Fall. These repairs will include new control systems to
better regulate building temperatures.
The mechanical repairs are expected to be completed in Fall of
2022. They will provide more comfortable spaces for our students
and staff, and greater energy efficiency throughout the Centennial
School District.

At Centennial High School, a technician makes repairs to each room’s
heating unit.

Safety and Security Improvements
The 2020 Bond is addressing safety and security by:
• Updating safety and security systems, infrastructure including intercoms, fire alarm systems, intrusion alarms, security vestibules,
access controls, and security cameras.
• Replacing some exterior doors and installation of physical security
monitoring systems.
These improvements will vary by school site. For a complete list of
projects by school, visit www.csd28j.org/2020Bond.
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District moves
forward with
implementing newly
established school boundaries

EffectivE
Systems
& Programs

A

fter a nine-month process, the District completed its Comprehensive
Boundary Review process when the Board approved the Boundary
Review Committee’s recommendation on February 23, 2022. The
new boundary map with adjustments in school attendance areas will take effect
starting in the 2022-23 school year.
Community engagement was a critical component and multiple methods were
utilized to reach every facet of our community.
The Boundary Review Committee, composed of parent representatives from
every school in the district, developed over 30 boundary scenarios during the seven
committee meetings, brought scenario maps to the community open houses for
feedback, and put forward a final recommendation.
“As a Committee we were able to listen to and discuss feedback that we received
about potential change areas and what to do with those changes,” said a Boundary
Review Committee Parent Representative. “We received a lot of positive feedback
throughout the process and we believe that people felt heard throughout the process.”
Families of students impacted by the boundary change were informed and asked
for their feedback on what would be most helpful for their child’s transition to a
new school. The majority of parents expressed interest in a school tour and/or orientation. Elementary and middle schools are planning these events for May. The
district is providing other resources to acquaint students and parents to their new
school, including videos and school profiles.
For more information, visit www.csd28j.org/boundaryreview, our Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs) page, email boundary@csd28j.org, or call the District
Office at 503-760-7990.

Centennial School District
awarded Excellence in
Financial Reporting
Centennial School District was recently awarded the Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the
Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) of the United States.
The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting,
and represents a significant accomplishment
by a government and its management, according to GFOA’s press release.
The District was recognized for its annual comprehensive financial report for the fiscal year ending in June 30, 2020. This was the
25th consecutive year that the District has
achieved this prestigious award. Read the full
story at csd28j.org/Page/1173.

Stay Informed with Our New
mobile App
Centennial School District’s new mobile
app keeps students and parents connected with
district and school news and information. The
app delivers real time updates to a smartphone
device for fast, up-to-date access through app
notifications and it’s free to download. Visit
csd28j.org to learn more about the app and
download today!

Spanish Bilingual Liaison Ada Fonseca answers parents’ questions about the first
Committee Consensus Scenario map at the in-person Boundary Review Open House on
November 16, 2021.
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Stronger together: Our partnerships

In Centennial, we are fortunate to have many individuals and organizations making a
difference in the lives of our students and families in various ways. These partnerships
support our programs, schools, and processes to increase access and supports for students.

Students participate
in Salmon Stewardship
Program
This school year, students at Oliver and
Powell Butte Elementary Schools participated in the Salmon Stewardship Program
through the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife (ODFW). The ODFW delivered 200 eggs to each school and students
cared for the fish daily.
“My 5th grade students loved seeing the
fish up close and watching the salmon develop through the life cycles,” said Ms. Tursi. “We had two tanks out in the hallways,
so the whole school actually got to witness
the transition.”
A group of students called “The Salmon Squad” shared what they learned with
other classrooms. They recorded the water
measurements of the tanks—including
temperature, pH levels, oxygen saturation
levels, and more.
Early January marked the end of the
Program when participating classes released the salmon into the Sandy River.

Community &
Partnerships

New Program Helps Students Focus in the Classroom
Some Centennial School District elementary students are taking part in a social-emotional skills
program from The Shadow Project,
sponsored in part by CareOregon.
Participating students take regular, structured breaks during the
school day in what’s called a “Sensory Space”. Guided by a school
staff member, students learn how to
better manage frustration, distractions, and stress through various
tools and knowledge — so they can
better engage in learning.
Parklane Elementary has implemented the program and is see- Principal Meza shares with The Shadow Project’s
ing success for students. Parklane’s Executive Director Sharon Juenemann how the program
provides another resource for staff to meet student’s
Principal Jorge Antonio Meza needs in a proactive and productive way.
shared, “It’s really increased students’ accessibility to their academic programs.”
“This [program] has been monumental for our school, students, general education
teachers, and for myself,” says Rikki Drews, Parklane’s Learning Specialist. “To be able to
step back and look differently at what a student needs and think more of the social emotional side to it...this has been a game changer for a lot of our kiddos here.”

Partnership Prepares Students for Future Careers
Centennial School District partners
with the Center for Advanced Learning
(CAL) to provide high school students
with an in-depth approach to learning
and provides career-specific training for
students.

Students released salmon into the Sandy River
after caring for them in the classroom as part
of the Salmon Stewardship Program.

For the full stories visit
csd28j.org/communityreport.
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Approximately 100 junior and seniorstudents from Centennial High School
(CHS) participate in CAL each year.
Programs offered include ChangeLab
(Entrepreneurship), Computer Information Systems, Fashion, Art, and
Branding Lab (FAB Lab), Digital
Media and Design, Health Sciences,
and Manufacturing and Mechanical
Engineering.

Aaron M., a CHS student enrolled in CAL’s
engineering program, shares how the program is
preparing him for a future career.
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