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Dear Centennial School 
District Community,

It is a privilege and honor to serve the 
district and community that supported 
me as a student. The opportunities 

provided helped me build a sense of 
connection, competence, and confidence 
that continue to help me to this day. It’s that 
care, connection, support, and empowerment 
that I wish for each Centennial student.  

I am deeply committed to the students, 
staff, families, and the broader Centennial 
Community. Having worked in a variety of 
leadership roles in the district, I am look-
ing forward to leading with stability and 
continuity this school year, particularly at a 
time where the pandemic is still impacting 
schooling. Given my connection with the 
district over the past 30 years, I appreciate 
the Centennial Community’s strong tradi-
tions and its increasingly diverse population 
of students and families.

Thank you for taking the time to review 
our Fall 2021 Report to the Community. It 
is a representation of the important work 
and the dedication of our educators, school 
board, parents, and the entire Centennial 
Community.  Our mission, ‘Collaborating 
in Community ~ Cultivating Equity ~ In-
spiring Excellence’ guides the efforts you 
will learn more about in this report.  

Our district’s 750 teachers, staff, and 
administrators serve approximately 6,000 
students at eleven schools, plus four partner 
schools. Centennial is unique in many ways, 
and what distinguishes us is our ongoing 
dedication to provide our students and com-
munity with the exceptional educational op-
portunities our students deserve.

Our five-year strategic plan, Destination 
2023, supports our work in Centennial and 
focuses on four priority areas:
• Student Focused Teaching & Learning;
• Healthy Culture & Environment;
• Community & Partnerships; and
• Effective Systems & Programs.

Equity is the foundation of our plan; 
the idea that each learner in the Centenni-
al School District will receive the support 
they need to be successful.  We recognize we 
still have much work to do to ensure that 
every student succeeds and are committed 
to reaching this goal.

To learn more about Destination 2023, 
visit our District website at www.csd28j.org.

The 2021-2022 school year will be both 
an eventful and an exciting one in Centen-

nial. We are undertaking several important 
activities connected to our Strategic Plan, 
including:
• Returning students to full-time, in per-

son learning
• Progressing on bond projects, thanks to 

voters support of the May 2020 bond
• Converting Oliver Elementary into a 

middle school (beginning fall 2022)
• Transitioning 6th grade students to the 

middle school level (beginning fall 2022)
• Conducting a comprehensive review of 

all school attendance areas in our district

As we proceed throughout this school 
year, there will be opportunities for you to 
contribute input and engagement. We in-
vite you to join us in our journey to provide 
an excellent educational experience for all 
Centennial students. 

As you read through this Report to the 
Community, we believe you will be im-
pressed with our work as we continue to cre-
ate the best possible learning environment 
for each Centennial student.

Sincerely, 
James Owens

MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

JAMES OWENS

Superintendent Owens visits Butler Creek Elementary School Teacher Mrs. Hendrickson’s class on 
the first day of school, September 8, 2021.
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C entennial School District has welcomed students back to full-day, five-day, in-
person learning this fall. The reopening plans have prioritized the education of 
students along with the health and safety of our entire school community. 

All throughout the summer, the district closely monitored and incorporated the latest 
state and local guidelines into its planning to ensure a successful and safe reopening. 

“It’s been incredible to see students back in classrooms learning 
and also to see staff working together so that each student 
experiences success this year.”  
– Superintendent James Owens

“I think the thing that excites me the most about this school  
year is to work with everybody and inspire them to be the best 
they can be.” 
– Heath Curry, Board Chair

“It’s been great to build relationships with students again and help 
them to achieve their full potential with in-person learning.” 
– Elizabeth Rouffy, 8th Grade Language Arts Teacher

“I’m really looking forward to being able to communicate with my 
teachers and peers in-person again and have that face-to-face time.” 

– Summer, Centennial High School student

Centennial staff have worked tremendously hard to support the return to 
in-person learning and support students and their families. 

The back-to-school plans have included a whirlwind of diligent prepa-
ration and planning from staff mixed with a lot of excitement from our 
entire school community. In the days since we’ve opened school doors to 
students, we’ve heard many inspiring and heartening comments from 
our school community. 

Teachers have voiced the success of creating necessary in-person 
relationships with students and collaborating with 
staff once again. Students have shared their 
excitement for extracurricular activities, 
clubs, and sports. 

For more information about 
our back to school reopening 
plans, visit www.csd28j.org/
backtoschool.

Student
Focused 

Teaching  
& Learning

2021-22 begins with a return  
to full-time, in-person learning

http://www.csd28j.org/backtoschool
http://www.csd28j.org/backtoschool
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STUDENT highlight: JESSE FONSECA
Jesse Fonseca is currently a senior at 

Centennial High School and is in his 
second year serving as the student board 
representative to report what’s going on 
at the high school and voice his student 
perspective. Jesse’s attended Centennial 
schools since kindergarten and was recently 

crowned Centennial High School’s Homecoming King.

This year, he is involved in C Notes (the acapella choir); Speech 
and Debate; and plans to participate in Swimming and Tennis too. 
Outside of school, he volunteers at the Oregon Museum of Science 
and Industry as part of their Teen Science Alliance group.

We interviewed Jesse recently to ask him about his array of Cen-
tennial experiences. 

Do you enjoy being a student at Centennial?  
And, what does Centennial mean to you? 
Yeah! One of the nice things about being in Centennial for so long is 
that I have friends I’ve known since elementary school. Centennial is 

the district that I’ve always been a part of and where I can go to learn 
and talk with friends.

If you could say one thing to future students of Centennial what 
would it be? 
Make the most out of high school! Join clubs that sound cool to you, 
take classes that interest you, now’s the time to let your curiosity take 
you wherever!

What’s your favorite memory at Centennial? 
That’s tough, but I think the one that takes the cake is from sopho-
more year when AP Physics went on a ski trip. The whole day was a 
blast learning how to ski and trying to set up the labs for the assign-
ment. I still want to go skiing again some day.

What are your plans for the future? 
Right now, I’m working on my college applications. My dream school 
is MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology)!! I’m hoping to go 
into engineering though I’m not sure exactly what branch I want to 
do yet. Recently though, I’ve been pretty interested in environmental 
engineering.

Student
Focused 

Teaching  
& Learning

W hen schools closed during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Centennial School District found ways for students 
to thrive, even in a virtual setting.  We learned more 

about the structures that best support student learning, and how 
to integrate technology into our classroom instruction in new and 
innovative ways that carried forward as we welcomed students back 
to full-day, five-day per week, in-person learning this fall.  

CENTENNIAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY

Last year, Centennial School District established Centennial Vir-
tual Academy (CVA). CVA continues to be an option for students 
whose families prefer full time virtual instruction for the 2021-22 
school year. CVA is different from last year’s comprehensive distance 
learning experience. CVA students work through their online curric-
ulum in a self-paced manner with support from their teachers.

 SUMMER SCHOOL 2021 UPDATE 

This past summer, our summer school programming focused on 
building upon what students had learned in the past school year, 
provided screen-free learning opportunities, prepared students to be 
back in school buildings, and connected students with their peers 
and teachers. 

• Over 70 students participated in the Early 
Kindergarten Transition program that focused on 
beginning literacy and math skills, social emotional learning, and 
acclimating to the school environment. 

• The Grades K-5 Morning Academic Program served 440 stu-
dents focused on foundational literacy and math skills and social 
emotional learning. 

• In the Afternoon SUN Program (Schools Uniting Neighbor-
hoods), 245 students were provided enrichment activities for 
participating students in partnership with  Multnomah County, 
Metropolitan Family Services, Immigrant & Refugee Commu-
nity Organization (IRCO), and Self Enhancement, Inc. (SEI).

• At the secondary level, 27 incoming 9th grade students attended 
the 3-week  9th Grade Counts Program which serves as a bridge 
to high school that focuses on relationship building, academics, 
and field trips. In total, 24 half-credits were earned.  Additionally, 
40 Middle school students received similar experiences to the 9th 
Grade Counts program.

• The Credit Recovery Program in Summer 2021 was a success 
with a total of 90 half-credits earned by students.

Taking on innovative approaches 
to meet student needs
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C entennial School 
District welcomed 
students back to 

full-day, five-day, in-person 
learning this fall with 
reopening plans that:
• prioritize the health  

and safety of our stu-
dents and staff;

• are focused on the 
continuity of in-person 
learning; and

• adhere to the guidance 
of public health.

The District utilizes a 
multi-layered approach 
with health and safety 
practices such as face cover-
ings, physical distancing, regular hand washing, cleaning and disinfecting 
procedures, and following isolation and quarantine protocols. Combined 
together, these practices make a difference in helping prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.

Additionally, staff training is provided in the areas of COVID-19 
awareness, cleaning and disinfecting, and COVID-19 response protocols.

Aligned with The Oregon Department of Education’s (ODE) Ready 
Schools, Safe Learners Resiliency Framework, the district is taking a 
multifaceted approach to enhance airflow and ventilation by:
• Operating existing ventilation at the highest level allowable by the 

HVAC system;
• Using portable HEPA filtering devices to supplement HVAC systems 

or in places where there is no HVAC system;
• Increasing outside air through ventilation systems and windows;
• Opening windows in classrooms and on busses to allow indoor air 

out; and
• Cleaning indoor areas through the deployment of portable high-ef-

ficiency particulate air (HEPA) filtration units to all classrooms and 
common areas.

The District is working with ventilation and mechanical contractors 
to make repairs and maintenance to its HVAC systems, and with Bond 
project managers for major repairs and replacements where necessary.

Our practices align with the Department of Health  
guidance and the Oregon Department of Education’s  
Ready Schools, Safe Learners Resiliency Framework.   
Learn more at www.csd28j.org. 

Our commitment to health  
and safety for staff and students

Community & 
Partnerships

Thank you to the 
many individuals and 
organizations who help 
support our students, 
families and staff ! 

Centennial Alumnus Gives Back  
to School Community

Centennial School District recently received a dona-
tion from the Safeway on Martin Luther King Blvd. in 
Portland. The manager of the Safeway, Jacen Moore, is a 
graduate of Centennial School District who wanted to 
find a way to give back to the school community.

The donation included more than 300 kids’ masks, 
30 disinfecting wipe containers, and hand soap. The 
masks are being divided among our seven elementary 
schools for students who may be in need.

We are so grateful for our alum’s generous contribu-
tion and display of community. Thank you, Jacen and 
Safeway, for helping us keep our students healthy and 
safe!

Schoolhouse Supply Donates  
Backpacks and More

We’re fortunate to have incredible community part-
ners like Schoolhouse Supplies! They provided 25 box-
es filled with a total of 275 backpacks. Each backpack 
included notebooks, pencils, folders, an eraser, crayons, 
and more. They also donated other items like disinfect-
ing wipes. We distributed these supplies to our schools 
for students in need. Thank you, Schoolhouse Supplies!

Parklane Elementary’s custodian points 
out the new HEPA filter at the school. The 
district purchased air filters for classrooms, 
gyms, cafeterias, etc.

Pictured here is Superintendent James Owens with 
Centennial School District and Executive Director Alice 
Forbes with Schoolhouse Supplies.

https://www.csd28j.org/Page/984
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Healthy  
Culture  

&  Environment

I n May of 2020, voters passed a 
$65 million bond, which enabled 
Centennial to make much needed 

upgrades and improvements throughout the 
district to create a higher quality learning 
environment for students.

The improvements began in Fall of 2020, 
and the projects have been moving along as 
scheduled. The completed projects include: 
New lighting; Extensive roof remodeling 
and repairs; Updated paint and flooring; 
Hazard abatement; New welcome signs;  
Resurfaced tracks; Refinished gyms; Cor-
ridor updates; Mechanical system, controls, 
and heating improvements; and Tennis 
court replacements.

In Centennial, it’s important to us that 
we follow through on the promises we make 
to you! In the following pages, we will fea-
ture photos and in-depth updates surround-
ing many of the completed, ongoing, and 
upcoming projects. Find more updates on 
our website at: csd28j.org/2020bondupdates

PROMISES MADE, PROMISES KEPT:  
2020 BOND UPDATES

Thank you,  
voters! 
Your support of the 2020  
bond has made all of this 
possible, and your support  
of our students and community 
is much appreciated.

“At the end of the day, nothing  
is more important than our 

students and their education. 
Centennial School District is 

remarkable and it’s been made 
all the more impressive with the 

passage of the 2020 bond.”

– Superintendent James Owens

oliver elementary school
Oliver received a fully replaced track. The field event areas have also been resurfaced. Storm 
drainage has been improved around the track and in the center field to minimize standing 
water, and irrigation was added in the center of the field to improve playability and mainte-
nance. The roofing work at Oliver is also complete. Additionally, at Oliver:
• Floor tiling was removed
• Concrete floors polished
• Wall coverings in all corridors were updated
• Ceilings were repaired
• Recessed walk off-mats were installed at each entry
• A welcome sign was stained into the lobby floor to greet staff, students, and parents. 

The upper gym floor was also completely stripped, sanded, sealed, and striped, and will be 
open for use for the first day of school. Mechanical improvements are underway to better 
control heat distribution throughout the school.

STILL TO COME: Oliver will receive science lab renovations, media center renovations, and 
new career technical improvements over the next 12 months, as part of Oliver’s conversion 
from an elementary to middle school. The school will also benefit from safety and security 
updates, further mechanical repairs, lighting repairs, solar paneling, and paved parking in 
the coming year.

Oliver’s new track

The Bond Oversight Committee met and toured various school sites in 
September to see the many improvements made on bond projects over 
the summer. We appreciate our committee members for their time and 
contribution to this important aspect of our 2020 bond projects!  
To learn more about the role of the Bond Oversight Committee, please  
visit our website.

completed bond projects

http://csd28j.org/2020bondupdates
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Centennial Middle School
Completed projects at Centennial Middle 
School include roofing repairs, corridor 
updates, floor tile removal and the polishing 
of concrete floors, new paint on upper walls 
and doors, new wainscot, ceiling repairs, and 
mechanical improvements. All three gym 
floors were completely stripped, sanded, 
sealed, and striped due to their age. Due to 
deterioration that comes with age, the track 
and field event pads were removed down to 
asphalt and replaced with modern cushioned 
rubber surfacing, with striping completed 
last Spring. It is a full 8-lane track. Field event 
areas were also resurfaced. Storm drainage 
was also improved around the track and at 
the center of the field to minimize standing 
water.

STILL TO COME: Over the next year, 
Centennial Middle School will also receive 
science lab and media center renovations, 
locker room updates, improved safety and 
security, and more mechanical and lighting 
enhancements.

Centennial high School
The wood floors in the Centennial High 
School main gym were stripped, sanded, 
repaired, sealed, and striped. The striping 
included a large center Eagles logo. In ad-
dition, CHS is receiving roof repairs, which 
are nearing completion, and six new tennis 
courts to replace the existing tennis courts. 
These courts will have improved drainage, 
ADA accessibility, lighting, and a modern 
cushioned surface.

STILL TO COME: Projects to take place 
next year will include mechanical system 
improvements, replacement lighting, ex-
panded safety & security systems, pool 
building repairs, and six tennis courts.

Updated corridor at Centennial Middle School

Gym upgrade at Centennial High School

Centennial Middle School’s new roof

2020 BOND UPDATES (continued)

completed bond projects
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Pleasant valley 
Elementary school
Pleasant Valley Elementary School received 
new flooring throughout the building. The 
new flooring at Pleasant Valley includes 
classrooms, the front office spaces, and the 
media center.

STILL TO COME: Pleasant Valley will 
receive site drainage improvements with 
a storm system replacement (see below). 
The work will take place in two phases: 
this fall and the next spring.

school site drainage
Drainage improvements across the district 
will result in less standing water on our 
school playgrounds and in parking lots. 
Meadows Elementary School, Centennial 
Middle School, and Centennial High 
School have already received site drainage 
improvements. Next summer, we will 
address the site drainage needs at Powell 
Butte and Patrick Lynch elementary schools 
in conjunction with gymnasium additions 
and other related sitework.

dedicated gym space for four elementary schools
Four elementary schools are amidst receiving new, dedicated gym spaces. These schools 
include Meadows, Patrick Lynch, Powell Butte, and Parklane. The new gyms will include an 
interior corridor link to the main school building. In Centennial, we know that in order to 
prioritize education, we must also prioritize health and well-being. In fact, regular fitness can 
lead to better academic outcomes. We’re excited to share the renderings of the new gym 
spaces and we will continue to provide progress updates along the way. 

We recently held groundbreaking events in mid-October to showcase the vision for the 
upcoming gym spaces at our school sites and mark the celebratory start of construction 
toward these projects. While we weren’t able to accommodate an in-person groundbreaking 
event due to COVID-19, we did create a video to share with you. Please visit our website to see 
more from this event: www.csd28j.org/gymgroundbreaking

completed bond projects

in-progress bond projects

New carpet in a classroom at Pleasant Valley Elementary School

A rendering of the Meadows Elementary gym

“Thanks to the bond dollars, 
we have been able to create a 

more durable and safe learning 
environment for our students.  

It’s been so rewarding and 
heartening to see these 

improvements come to fruition.”

– Paul Southerton, Director of Business 
and Operations

2020 BOND UPDATES (continued)

http://www.csd28j.org/gymgroundbreaking
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T his summer, Centennial School 
District began a comprehensive 
boundary review of all school 

attendance areas. The review process is still 
underway, and will conclude in spring 2022.

Centennial currently serves approxi-
mately 5,800 K-12 students across sev-
en K-6 grade elementary schools, one 7-8 
grade middle school, and one 9-12 grade 
high school.  The boundary review process 
will inform and support the conversion to 
six K-5 grade elementary schools and two 
6-8 grade middle schools with the con-
version of Oliver Elementary to a middle 
school starting in the 2022–23 school year. 
The conversion of Oliver Elementary into a 
middle school is part of the 2020 Bond ap-
proved by voters in May of 2020. 

Additional factors that led Centennial to 
initiate the district-wide boundary review 
process include:  
• unbalanced enrollment throughout the el-

ementary schools and the middle school; 
• development on the south-end of the dis-

trict that will impact future enrollment; 
and 

• the consideration to maintain continuity 
with neighboring school districts. 

No grade reconfiguration or boundary 
changes are proposed for the high school.

Centennial is partnering with a consult-
ing company that specializes in data-driven 

boundary review services. Together, we’re 
analyzing population forecasts, enrollment 
projections, and land use trends.

We recognize this boundary review has 
an impact on the entire community. As we 
move forward with the process, our plan-
ning is centered around community engage-
ment, and thoughtful preparation and deci-
sion-making.

A community survey was open from July 
to October, 2021, to collect our community’s 
ideas about important topics to consider for 
the boundary review process. The results can 
be found on our website. 

We will continue to keep our school 
community informed and involved, so that 
you can provide feedback on potential 
changes. We will be sharing progress up-
dates on our website, holding community 
open houses, and convening a Boundary 
Review Committee, with two members per 
school, to review community input and an-
alyze potential boundary review scenarios. 

The Boundary Review Committee will 
examine boundary options, receive commu-
nity feedback on those options, and develop 
a final recommendation to the Superinten-
dent. The Superintendent will then vet the 
recommendation and bring forth a proposal 
to the School Board for approval.

EffectivE 
Systems  

& Programs
District reviews elementary 
and middle school boundaries

boundary review facts
• The Boundary Review process began 

in summer 2021 and is expected to 
convene in spring 2022.

• We have partnered with a consultant 
to ensure comprehensive planning 
and approach.

• The goal is to provide age-
appropriate programming and 
ensure continuity with neighboring 
districts.

• We have conducted a community 
survey and plan to convene a 
committee, which will submit 
final recommendations to the 
Superintendent and School Board.

• Your input matters to us! Check out 
our website, monthly e-newsletters 
to stay in the know or email us at 
boundary@csd28j.org.

community open houses
Boundary Review Open House dates:
• Tuesday, November 16, 2021
• Tuesday, January 11, 2022

Both dates, 6–8 p.m. 

Visit www.csd28j.org/boundaryreview 
to learn more about the community 
open houses. We hope to see you there!

boundary review timeline

• Gather community input
• Complete data analysis
• Develop guiding principles
• Draft initial scenarios
• Convene Boundary Review Committee

• Build committee understanding
• Discuss and revise scenarios
• Update, receive guidance from Board
• Conduct community engagement
• Report community feedback

• Identify final recommendation
• Superintendent reviews recommendation
• Recommendation to Board: Feb. 23
• Begin implementing recommendation
• Communicate changes to community

Assessment 
Summer–Fall 2021

recommendation  
& implementation 
Spring 2022

commitee & community 
engagement 
Winter 2022

mailto:boundary@csd28j.org
http://www.csd28j.org/boundaryreview
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Healthy  
Culture  

&  Environment

I n Centennial School District, we 
value the importance of establishing 
relationships and building community 

every day, especially as we’ve welcomed 
students back to full-time, in-person 
learning this year.  

The first week of school, Centennial 
School District participated in Care and 
Connection Week, an Oregon Department 
of Education (ODE) initiative. This week 
helped to “foster care, connection and com-
munity, and to create a healthy foundation 
for the school year,” according to ODE.

While we focused on establishing rela-
tionships and building community at the 
start of the year, this will continue through-
out the school year too. In order for students 
to learn and grow, they must feel supported. 
And, we recognize that each student has 
unique, individualized needs that contribute 
to their overall sense of community, care, 
and connection, which is why social emo-
tional learning is an important focus in our 
schools.

Centennial Middle School has addressed 
social emotional learning by expanding 
upon their morning Community class. The 
Community class helps students reestablish 

and foster connections among their peers, 
teachers, and other adults in the building. 

“This past year and a half has brought 
upon unique challenges for everyone,” says 
Chris O’Connor, counselor at Centenni-
al Middle School. “Students returning to 
school are arriving with so much on their 
mind and I truly believe we are ready to 
serve and support every student that walks 
through our door.” 

Patrick Lynch Elementary School has 
embedded practices to enhance social-emo-
tional learning and support too. Every 
classroom starts with a morning meeting, 
providing opportunities for students to 
participate in fun activities and share their 
daily experiences. The day also ends with a 
closing circle in each classroom as a way to 
bring the community together and reinforce 

connection.  These practices help to create a 
responsive learning environment with clear 
and predictable expectations in the class-
room and at the school community level.

“We have divided our year into a series 
of themes, all intended to support students’ 
connection to the community and to build 
resilient learners,” says Jeffrey Cerveny, Pat-
rick Lynch Elementary Principal. “Septem-
ber was our Month of Names in which we 
all read books and participated in lessons 
promoting student identity. For the next 
six weeks, we are focusing on optimism as 
a theme, followed by empathy, persistence, 
resilience, and flexibility.”

Community is important, which is why 
Centennial places care and connection at 
the heart of learning!

“In today’s environment having capable social skills and an 
ability to recognize and interact with others is more crucial than 
ever. Teaching students social-emotional skills through morning 

meetings, closing circles, and interactive games allow for students 
to practice the necessary skills of social interaction.”

–Samantha Reha, 1st Grade Teacher at Patrick Lynch Elementary 

Building community  
with care and connection


