
Superintendent's Update
October 2, 2020

Dear Centennial Colleagues & Community:
We are quickly approaching week three of Comprehensive Distance
Learning, and while there have de�nitely been some bumps in the road,
there are also several successes. As you know, the start to the school
year has been unique and challenging for a variety of reasons. Despite
the challenges, we have distributed over 4,180 Chromebooks, we are
also partnering with Comcast to provide internet access to families that
are unable to afford it, and we have served thousands of meals to
students at school distribution sites and bus delivery routes.

Thanks to all of our students for their engagement and effort, our families for supporting them, and
our staff for providing lessons through video, live lessons, and online platforms. While we all miss the
connection and learning that happens in a physical classroom setting, we are all doing our best under
the current circumstances.

We will continue to examine COVID-19 activity levels in Multnomah County and speci�cally in
Centennial. While we are hopeful that we will enter into in-person learning at some point during the
school year, Multnomah County has not met the requirements to safely enter into a hybrid model. As a
district, we are prioritizing the health and safety of our students, staff, families and community
partners.

(PLEASE SEE THE METRICS LISTED BELOW)

New District Website
As you may have noticed we have a new district website, which will help you access information easier
and in a variety of ways. Special thanks to our Chief Communications O�cer, Carol Fenstermacher,
and ITC staff for getting our new site up and running during this busy time. Please be patient as our
staff get more comfortable with updating information in the new format. It may also take you some
time to learn more about the new website as well. Our hope is that we launch an app later this Fall, to
easily connect to our website to provide you with updated information quickly and e�ciently. Our new
website can be found at https://www.csd28j.org/

Bond Information

https://s.smore.com/u/bc6f5e6270877f94cb8c11a7329db6dd.jpeg
https://www.csd28j.org/


Attendance Matters
What is good attendance? Attending school at least 90% of the time,
which means missing no more than 9 days for an entire year, or about 1
day per month.
We would like to take this opportunity to inform you of how attendance will be recorded at the
elementary level and secondary level while in Comprehensive Distance Learning. Following State
guidance requirements, schools must take daily attendance. Attendance is critical to student success
in school, especially when learning remotely. Please be aware of the following:

May 2020 election: Centennial voters approved a $65 million capital construction bond to update and
improve school facilities, convert an elementary school to a middle school, construct additions and
improve safety and security.

Additional funds: The district was awarded a $7 million capital construction matching grant by the
State of Oregon after the bond was approved by voters, bringing the total bond package up to $72
million for facility projects.

Bond projects: Improvements are planned for all schools, including safety and security upgrades,
capital improvements, new gym spaces at four elementary schools, converting Oliver back into a
middle school with new classroom spaces for Science and CTE. Centennial High school renovations
will include pool and tennis courts improvements.

All projects are expected to be �nished by the end of 2023.

Our community-based bond oversight committee will review decisions related to bond fund
expenditures. The committee roles and responsibilities are to:

1. Ensure that the funds from the bond are managed e�ciently.
2. Ensure that the expenses align with the district plan and expected costs.
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***Please note: We are using a code to help indicate levels of engagement. Buildings will use this
information to help determine potential additional support or connections with students and families.
The engagement code takes into consideration students attending the live sessions and/or the work
they are completing outside of the live session.

What do I do if my child is sick or on a pre-planned trip where we won't be connected remotely?
***Call your school o�ce, and the attendance secretary will indicate excused/unexcused absences.

What if my child is in daycare all day, and we only engage in learning activities after school hours?
***Any student engagement in learning, even at night, is considered present for attendance for that
day. Please communicate your family plan with your child’s teacher via email so that the teacher is
aware of your unique situation.

What if our family schedule only allows our child to engage in learning activities at various times in
the daily schedule?



Sincerely, Dr. Paul E. Coakley

Collaborating in Community - Cultivating
Equity - Inspiring Excellence

***Any student engagement in learning, even at night, is considered present for attendance for that
day. Please communicate your family plan with your child’s teacher via email so that the teacher is
aware of your unique situation.

On behalf of our school board and leadership team we want to thank our staff, students and families
for working together to advance education while prioritizing the health and safety of our school
community.
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